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B’reishit Rabbah, 8:8

R. Shmuel bar Natan in the name of R. Yonatan: At the time when Moshe was writing [the story of
creation in| the Torah, he wrote the doings of each day. When he got to [write] the verse .And G-d
said, 'Let us make man . . ." he said, 'Master of the wotld why do you give opening for the claims of
heretics?' He said to him, "Write. One who wishes to err, may err.' The Holy One, blessed is He,
said to Moshe, "This human that I create — shall I not establish great and small from him [his
descendants]? For if [in the future] a great man should come to take counsel from a lesser man, he
may say, 'Who am I that I should take counsel from my inferior?' Then they will say to him, 'Learn
from your Creator who created what is above and below, yet when He came to create man He took
counsel with the ministering angels.'

Comment

In this midrash G-d uses the description of the creation of man to teach Moshe about the lack of
moral meaning in social hierarchy. G-d wants (intends) a world full of diverse human beings and He
plans from the beginning that there will be "great ones" and "lesser ones". The realization of
complex human projects that require cooperation necessitates social hierarchy according to some
criteria of skill and responsibility. But the status of any individual in that hierarchy is not meant to
determine his value in the eyes of others, especially of those above him in the hierarchy. Social
hierarchies are laden (almost) "naturally” with symbolic representations of value. Rabbi Yonatan
comes to deny social hierarchies any such moral meanings.

Even the divine Creator waives this "natural" meaning and takes counsel from His own

creatures. This waiving is complex and ironic as it ties in to G-d's anavah. G-d is willing to suffer
the lowering of His status in human eyes, to be thought of as just one of many (deities), rather than
allow the thought that lowliness in the social hierarchy carries a moral meaning of unequal value.

According to R. Yonatan's d'rasha, the Holy One prefers the propagation of heresy in His world to
the granting of moral meaning to social hierarchies.



